
Spring 2016

MAXIMISING
RETURNS

SPRING GRAZING 

X-ZELIT

VALUE NOT PRICE

As  our  countryside  awakens  once  again,  we  see  the  environment  
spring  back  to  life.  With  the  days  becoming  longer,  it’s  time  to  take  
stock  of  how  our  farms  have  performed  and  how  we’ll  prepare  our  
businesses  for  the  coming  year.  We  must  continue  to  look  ahead  to  
brighter  days  even  with  the  day-­to-­day  challenges.

This  newsletter  focuses  on  strategies  to  help  you  look  critically  at  

Please  contact  us  to  see  what  we  can  do  for  you.

Spring has Sprung! In this issue...
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using  the  high  yielding  Holstein  cow?  

BEFORE  TURNOUT
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Making the most from Spring grazing

Continued  overleaf

Rob Watkins 
Advanced Nutrition
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Nutrient  Limiting  Milk  Production

SELECTING  ANIMALS  TO  TURNOUT
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SET  TARGETS
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Getting  the  most  from  Spring  grass    

GrazeMore+N

Making the most from Spring grazing 
(continued)

I  have  spoken  to  a  great  many  dairy  farmers  in  the  last  three  months  and  without  
exception  the  discussion  turns  to  reducing  feed  costs  and  producing  milk  more  
cost  effectively.  

  
   •    

   •    
   •    

the  Table  1

Think value not price
With  the  current  commercial  pressures  on  the  UK  dairy  industry,    
UFAC-­UK  Sales  Manager  Mike  Chown  suggests  farmers  need  to    
change  the  way  they  assess  how  they  select  feed  inputs  based    
on  cow  requirements,  science  and  value.

TABLE  1

Continued  overleaf

GrazeMore+N 

The  performance  of  dairy  cows  is  

   •    
   •    
   •    
   •    
   •       
   protein  in  dairy  feeds  and  diets
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Advanced  Enhancer

  

   •    
higher  death  rates  with  these  fats

Table  1

Please  contact  
Advanced  Nutrition  to  
see  if  your  herd  would  

or  altering  the  fat  
content  of  their  diet

What  is  Advanced  Enhancer?    

What  does  Advanced  Enhancer  do:

•       

•    

•    

•    

•     Liver  support

•    

•    

•     Cows  reach  positive  energy  status  

•    

•    

•    

•    
   increased  herd  health

HIGHER  CONCEPTION  RATES
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INCREASED  MILK  YIELD
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Think value not price (continued)
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Maximising the return from 
what you have in the field 
         Mark Gorst, Ruminant Nutritionist

Silage time will soon be upon us again. Do you sample your 
grass before cutting or just take it as read that it will be the 
same as it was last year? I have found that sampling grass a 
week ahead of scheduled cutting will pay dividends.

Table  1

DLF

Cutting  is  Crucial

3M  rule

The  3  M  rule

MONITOR  
   •    
   •    
   •    Take  into  account  the  weather  conditions

MEASURE  
   •    
   •    
   •    If  the  results  show  the  grass  is  ready  for  cutting

MOW  
   •    

+  there  is  a  

  With  milk  price  now  around  20p  
per  litre  and  after  the  cost  of  the  additive  the  extra  income  would  
still  be  £5,200.  

forage  please  do  not  hesitate  to  get  in  touch.

Table  1:  Output  comparisons  
for  2014  and  2015  swards

Fresh  wt  (tonnes/acre)

DM  %

Total  kg/DM

ME  MJ/kg  DM

NDF

Total  energy  (MJ/acre)  

Total  energy  produced  in  two  cuts  (MJ/acre)

2014

1st  Cut 2nd  Cut

2015

1st  Cut 2nd  Cut

36,639MJ 40,179MJ

If you consider grass silage is costed at 0.93p per MJ/ME DM (Nix 2016), 
then the cost of replacing 3,540MJ in the diet with brewers grains at 1.96p per 
MJ/ME DM (Nix 2016) would be £36.46. For a 1,000t clamp at 28% DM then 
those losses would amount to a significant £2,953. 
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X-Zelit – It’s a piece of cake!

“In the first year of using X-Zelit it was difficult to attribute the 
direct affect on milk production but we increased by over 1000 litres 
per lactation. We also had no milk fevers or metritis in that first year 
and only 2 cases since using the product. Compare that with the 45 
cases per year we were having, the results speak for themselves.”

www.arn-­ltd.co.uk/product/x-­zelit  

Darren and Stuart McMurran 
Castlevennon Road, Banbridge

15% of herd suffered  
from milk fever

0 cases of milk 
fever first year

After X-ZelitBefore X-Zelit

Average cost of milk fever  
£209 per incidence.

£209

t:01524 263 139   e:office@arn-ltd.com
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